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The answer is yes of course we 
all do and I would say we all are 
mentors in one-way or another, 
even if we are not aware of it.  In 
order to better, understand what it 
takes, we must define what a 
mentor is?  Dictionary.com de-
fines it as; 1:  a wise and trusted 
counselor or teacher 2:  an influ-
ential senior sponsor or supporter.  
Ok those definitions sound a bit 
too stiff to me or maybe I am just 
too much of a simple person but 
to me a mentor defines a parent, 
a brother or sister, a friend or 
perhaps as simple as someone 
who cares enough to share their 
time and knowledge.  

 

Now that I have bored you with 
what a mentor is you are probably 
wondering why ask the question 
in the first place, well that is fair 
on your part.  The best answer I 
can provide is in my role with 
Nebraska Sportsmenôs Founda-
tion this time of year I am invited 
to be a ñmentorò for various 
sportsmenôs groups and conser-
vation groups as they take young 
men and women into the fields, 
duck blinds and tree stands to 
share and educate them on our 
passions. Now please understand 
I support and strongly believe in 
all of these mentoring programs 
and many more outside the world 
of hunting and fishing. The reason 
I have asked the question is I see 
too often the praise and kind 
words seem to only be given to 
those that spend the time in those 
fields or blinds.  Yes as someone 
who has mentored for well over 
thirty years according to the defi-
nition of the word, they should be 
praised and receive kind words 
and a thank you. As for me and 

for most of you reading this that 
have mentored we know that is 
not why we do it, in fact I would 
say that never even enters our 
thought process as the reason 
we do it.  I asked the question 
do you have what it takes to be 
a mentor and again I say yes 
we all do. In my role with the 
NSF and my own personal 
memberships in groups or 
clubs, I see many people that 
are mentoring on a daily basis 
according to the official defini-
tion. I know if you praised them 
or thanked them for mentoring 
they would most likely say I am 
not mentoring at all, I am just 
doing what I love to do. We all 
mentor in one way or another as 
parents, friends, brothers or 
sisters, co-workers, whether 
that is a conscious decision or 
just who you are, we all are 
mentoring by our words, actions 
on how we handle things and 
how we handle ourselves on a 
daily basis.  

 

I wanted to write this story be-

cause as sportsmen I under-

stand we are a small percent-

age of the total population and 

fair or not we can be viewed in a 

negative light at times. I am 

suggesting to you that we as 

sportsmen seem to resist 

ñmentoringò those who do not 

know or understand our pas-

sions for the outdoors, which I 

believe, would help change 

some of those views if we just 

simply had the mindset of a 

mentor. Now I am not suggest-

ing that you have to preach or 

provide the divine word of the out-

doors to all and everyone you 

come in to contact with or drag 

them to the field or lake kicking 

and screaming. I am simply saying 

by sharing, educating, informing 

those who are around you as to 

what as sportsmen we do and why 

our passions and traditions run so 

deep.  I am suggesting that we can 

change those negative views by 

mentoring through our words, our 

actions and by being a trusted 

counselor or teacher. Yes, maybe 

only a small percentage will ñget itò 

but to me that is still better than not 

trying, not making the effort. I truly 

believe that we all can and are 

mentors in many different ways on 

a daily basis. Just maybe it is time 

we try harder outside of our own 

circles and then we can start to 

change some of those negative 

views as sportsmen we are all too 

aware that exist. DO you have 

what it takes to be a mentor?   

Yes, you do according to one 

manôs simple view. 

By Scott Smathers                              

Executive Director                               

Nebraska Sportsmenôs Foundation         

One Manôs Simple Viewé 
Do You Have What It Take to be a Mentor? 
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Phase: PRE -RUT 
 
Average Dates:  October 18 - November 2 
 
Scouting Tactics:  Scout food sources like 
Oak trees/acorns, fruit trees, cut corn, 
alfalfa and other mast which is likely to 
attract deer. Look for rubs and scrapes on 
the edges of these areas. Some scrapes 
may still be fairly faint in the earlier parts of 
the pre-rut.  
 
Best Communication Tactics:   
Grunting: grunting is perhaps the best 
communication method at this time.  
Decoy: As bucks have rising testosterone 
levels at this time they are starting to check 
feeding sites for the first hot doe. Try a 
decoy in one of these areas and you might 
get a good shot. 
Rattling: Bachelor groups may start estab-
lishing dominance/hierarchy at this time 
through sparring. Rattling during the pre-
rut is more likely to attract subordinate 
bucks than the more mature bucks. 
Important Notes: During this pre-rut you 
may start to see the first signs of rutting 
activity as a small percent (around 10%) of 
does come into estrus around the pre-rut 
moon, but that typically drops off quickly. 
Older does sometimes breed several 
weeks ahead of other does and bucks may 
start seeking them out at this time. Start 
looking for rubs and scrapes, especially 
towards the end of the pre-rut. These signs 
are left by bucks to let the does know that 
he is nearby and will be ready to give them 
some lovin' when they are ready...and that 
he'll be back soon.  
 
Phase: SEEKING AND CHASING  
 
Average Dates:  November 3-12 
 
Scouting Tactics:  Look for fresh rubs and 
rub lines. If you find a hot one, hunt it as 
soon as possible. 

 
Best Communication Tactics:  
Grunting: If you're in a low pressure hunt-
ing area, grunting may be a great option 
during seeking and chasing. If you're in a 
high-pressure area however, it may be 
best to not do any calling at all. 
Decoy: Intently looking for hot does, bucks 
can respond well to decoys during this 
phase.  
Rattling: As testosterone levels in bucks 
are high at this time, they're more likely to 
pick a fight, or check out and challenge 
other sparing bucks to show their domi-
nance. Rattling works best in areas with 
higher buck to doe ratios. In areas with low 
buck to doe ratios rattling should be used 
sparingly or not at all because bucks 
typically don't need to fight to find hot does. 
 
Important Notes:  Scrapes that were being 

checked frequently just a week or two ago 
are starting to be ignored and become less 
relevant, as bucks are starting to pursue 
does that are coming into estrous. They 
may, however start aggressively rubbing 
trees to vent their pent-up energy and 
show off their self-perceived dominance to 
other bucks. If you find one of these rubs 
during the late pre-rut, hunt it as soon as 
possible. If you're hunting an area that 
doesn't get a lot of pressure, you can feel 
free to grunt, snort-wheeze or doe bleat 
fairly aggressively. Be ready when you do. 
If you hunt a more pressured area, you'll 
want to use calling techniques more 
sparingly. 
 
During this phase, bucks will start checking 
the does' scent and chase them aggres-
sively. Find the does at this time and you're 
more likely to find the bucks. Younger 
bucks will travel the more prominent deer 
trails from doe area to doe area. Mature 
bucks will still follow heavier cover be-
tween doe areas (creek bottoms, ditches, 
strips of thick cover). Look for one of these 
areas with fresh tracks to find the big boys. 

 
 
Phase: PEAK BREEDING  
 
Average Dates:  November 13 - November 

24 
 
Scouting Tactics:  Look for scrapes and 
rub lines and travel corridors between doe 
bedding areas. Get on stand and hunt all 
day. 
 
Best Communication Tactics:  

Rattling: During the actual rut most fighting 
is between dominant rivals of more equal 
stature and could scare off more subordi-
nate bucks. 
Grunting: Aggressive calling works well at 
this time, if hunting a low-pressure area. 
Doe Bleat: Doe bleats work well at this 
time since bucks are aggressively looking 
for hot does. 
Estrous Doe Lures: Estrous scents can 
work well at this time if used properly. Try 
using a drag-rag and making a figure-8 
trail, placing your stand or blind at the 
apex. Trolling bucks may get wind of your 
trail and follow it right to your stand site. 
During the final day or two of the rut, try 
hunting thicker cover in or near a bucks 
core area again. They'll often return to 
these areas to recover after a very intense 
few weeks of chasing and breeding. 
 
Important Notes:  During peak breeding, 

bucks are looking to pair up with a hot doe 
and may be "hunkered down" with her 
during her 24-36 hour breeding cycle. 
During this time the woods may seem to 
quiet down. But don't be fooled, this is still 
a great time to be in the stand all day long. 
That's because big bucks will move at mid-
day as they leave the doe they've just bred 
and seek out another that is just coming 
into estrous.   
 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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ñLook for scrapes and rub lines 

and travel corridors between doe 

bedding areas. Get on stand and 

hunt all day.ò BBQ Pheasant Pizza 
Servings:  4                                  
Prep Time:  1-2 hours                    
Cooking Time:  12-15 minutes 

Pioneer Womanôs Pizza 
Dough Ingredients:                                   
- 1 scant tsp active dry yeast         
- 3/4 cup warm water                     
- 2 cups all-purpose flour               
- 3/4 tsp kosher salt                       
- 3 tbs olive oil 

1. In a small bowl, combine 1 
tsp. of yeast and 3/4 cup of 
warm water. Allow it to sit 
for 10 minutes.  

2. In a large bowl, combine 2 
cups of flour, 3/4 tsp. of 
kosher salt and the 
yeast/water mixture.    

3. Mix the dough while slowly 
pouring in 3 tablespoons of 

olive oil. If doing by hand, it 
helps to have an extra set 
to help.  

NOTE:  The Pioneer Woman 
used an electric stand mixer, 
but we don't own one. In the 
age of technology, we found 
that our "spirit fingers" still work 
just fine.  If you have an electric 
mixer, use the paddle attach-
ment on low.  

4. Stop mixing when every-
thing comes together. 
Lightly grease the same 
bowl with olive oil, replace 
the dough, cover with plas-
tic wrap and allow it to rest 
for at least 1 hour. You can 
do this several days in 
advance.  

Toppings:                                      

- breasts of 1 pheasant                 
- 1/4 of a red onion, thinly sliced                                                  
- 1/2 cup BBQ sauce, divided        
- 10 ounces of fresh mozzarella 
cheese                                           
- 1/4 cup pasta/pizza sauce           
- 4-5 green onions, white and 
light green                                             
- 1/4 cup of fresh cilantro, 
chopped                                         
- red pepper flakes, to taste 

1. While dough rests, prepare 
the toppings. I just used a 
very sharp filet knife to 
remove the breasts from 
the bone. I started from the 
side of the bird and slowly 
worked my way through, 
trying hard to leave as little 
meat on the bone as possi-
ble. Waste not, want not.  
very similar to de-boning a 
chicken breast.                 
(Continued on Page 7) 

http://www.stjude.org/
http://www.omahafoodbank.org/
http://nesportsfnd.com/
http://shopoutdoornebraska.ne.gov/AspDotNetStorefront/p-992-hunters-helping-the-hungry.aspx
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A vote FOR this constitutional 
amendment would set forth a 
constitutional right to hunt, to 
fish, and to harvest wildlife and  
would designate public hunt-
ing, fishing, and harvesting of 
wildlife as a preferred means 
of managing and controlling 
wildlife.  The right set forth by 
this constitutional amendment 
would be subject to certain 
laws, rules, and regulations, 
and this constitutional amend-
ment would not be construed 
to modify current laws relating 

to trespass or property right 
laws or constitutional provi-
sions pertaining to water. 

A vote AGAINST this constitu-
tional amendment would result 
in the right to hunt, to fish, and 
to harvest wildlife not being 
added to the Constitution of 
Nebraska and public hunting, 
fishing, and harvesting of wild-
life not being designated a 
preferred means of managing 
and controlling wildlife. 

We strongly encourage you to 
get informed and let everyone 
know about this proposed 
amendment.  We need a 
strong showing on November 
6th, not only for this amend-
ment but for the presidential 
election and the protection of 
our rights for generations to 
come. 

TRIGGER THE VOTE! 

Proposed Amendment 2 to Nebraska Constitution 

Please note that the members 
highlighted in Red type are 
now or have served our coun-
try. We would like to THANK 
them for their sacrifices and 
ask you to please do the same. 
Please let me know if I have 
missed anyone! 

 

Also, those in Bold type were 
referred by current  members. 

Big Red Outdoors would like to 
welcome our newest club 
members!  We have been 
growing faster than we imag-
ined and look forward to pro-
viding you and your families 
with quality private land for 
years to come. 

 

October:                                
William Ely - Omaha, NE      
Matthew Poast - Omaha, NE   
Rick Fitzler - Bellevue, NE      
Corby Swanson - Shickley, NE 
Kyle Smithson - Omaha, NE   
Jared Speer - Omaha, NE      
Zach Schultz - Munger, MI       
Bob Dubay - Saginaw, MI            

I would like to Thank You for 
giving us the opportunity to 
serve you and your families. 

New Club Members 

Partners 

American Sportsman Network Happenings 

At American Sportsman Net-
work (ASN) our main purpose 
is to connect club owners with 
sportsmen across the entire 
country. Our network of hunt-
ing & fishing clubs provides 
their members with more hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities 
on properties across the coun-
try. Through our reciprocal 
agreements, clubs in our net-
work provide daily use hunting, 
fishing and camping for mem-
bers of affiliated clubs.   
 
The ASN is constantly growing 
and looking for ways to help 
our club owners manage their 
day to day operations so with 

that in mind, we are always 
looking for ways to improve the 
reservation system and to help 
promote the clubs within the 
network.  At ASN, we truly 
believe that our clubs offer the 
best of the best when it comes 
to hunting, fishing and camping 
on private properties across 
the great USA.   
 
We are looking at adding clubs 
in other areas and our ultimate 
goal is to provide you, the 
member, an opportunity to 
hunt any game and in any 
state in the USA for a low cost 
and a high success ratio.   
 

Thanks and good luck on your 
upcoming hunting seasons! 

We have our upgrades on 
paper and are working with a 
programming company to 
make the upgrades.  They will 
happen over the next year or 
so.  Be watching for these 
updates and we will keep you 
posted as we progress... 

 

Rick Fitzler Corby Swanson 

Kyle Smithson Jared Speer 

William Ely Matthew Poast Zack Schultz Bob Dubay 

http://www.triggerthevote.org/landing2/
http://www.dreamchaserstv.com/
http://www.furrowoutdoors.com/
myadventureaid.com
http://www.feedthebone.com/
http://www.midwestwildlifehabitatservices.com/
http://www.ozarkcustomcalls.com/
http://www.raksmineral.com/


With the election thankfully 
drawing near, it is appropriate to 
discuss issues that may affect 
sporting enthusiasts. 
 
While making picks based on 
one issue alone is rarely advis-
able, the personal freedom 
guaranteed by the Second 
Amendment to the Constitution 
has far-reaching consequences 
in a world becoming increas-
ingly more dangerous. This 
applies whether the reader 
hunts and own guns, or not. 
 
In the presidential election, gun 
enthusiasts really have an easy 
choice. President Barack 
Obama and Secretary of State 
Hilary Clinton have tried to join 
a United Nations effort that 
threatens our right to keep and 
bear arms. Fortunately our rep-
resentatives (with pressure from 
citizens) have said no to this 
scheme to subjugate our Sec-
ond Amendment to the whims of 
an international body, many 
members of which would like 
nothing more than to disarm 
America's citizenry. 
 
Under Obama and Attorney 
General Eric Holder, a govern-
ment operation (Fast and Furi-
ous) went awry in Mexico and 
got a U.S. Border Agent killed. 
Most gun advocates believe the 
scheme was designed to under-
mine the Second Amendment at 
home and pave the way for 
more restrictions. 
 
Additionally, Obama and Joe 
Biden's Senate records showed 
a consistent pattern of being an 
enemy of those who value the 
personal freedom guaranteed 
by the Second Amendment and 
rate an 'F' on any sportsman's 
report card. 
 
Most gun enthusiasts view Re-
publican candidate Mitt Romney 
as imperfect but his party is 
clearly better on this issue, and 
he receives the National Rifle 
Association's endorsement. 
 
His running mate, Paul Ryan, is 
perhaps the best pro-gun and 
pro-hunting candidate to be on 
the ballot since Theodore Roo-
sevelt. Ryan is a dedicated 
hunter with guns and bows. 
 
Closer to home, the Senate 

race between Deb Fischer and 
Bob Kerrey also shows clear dis-
tinctions on the major issues for 
sportsmen and women. The NRA 
rates Fischer with an A, and Ker-
rey with an F. 
 
Kerrey has never been a friend to 
the gun-owner or hunter. In 1994, 
his television ad (see YouTube) 
was misleading and proved totally 
unfounded as he stated that the 
black rifles so popular today were 
only used to hunt people, and 
were not used to hunt birds. 
 
First, rifles are not used to hunt 
birds (shotguns are). And sec-
ondly, the so-called assault rifles 
he mocked in his ads are no dif-
ferent than semi-automatic deer 
rifles put out by Remington, Win-
chester and the like except for 
outward appearances. 
 
Meanwhile, Fischer has been a 
friend of the sportsman her entire 
career. 
 
In the District 1 race for House of 
Representatives, incumbent Jeff 
Fortenberry rates an A, with chal-
lenger Korey Reiman earning an 
"AQ" which means his stated 
opinions are in line with pro-
hunting and pro-gun values, but 
he hasn't yet compiled a voting 
record on those issues. 
 
Locally, the NRA has endorsed 
Charlie Janssen with an A rating 
for District 15 in the State Legisla-
ture, and given his opponent Mike 
Petersen a "?" based on his re-
fusal to complete an NRA-PVF 
candidate questionnaire, which is 
"often an indication of indiffer-
ence, if not outright hostility, to 
gun owners' and sportsmen's 
rights" according to the NRA. 
 
District 23 (Saunders, Butler and 
most of Colfax County) puts Jerry 
Johnson (AQ rating) versus Vern 
Barrett (D) in the officially non-
partisan race. 
 
The final big isue for sportsmen is 
Legislation Resolution 40CA 
(Amendment 2), the Right to Hunt 
and Fish constitutional amend-
ment that was advanced to the 
ballot by our Unicameral by an 
overwhelming 41 to 3 vote. 
 
Introduced by state Senator Pete 
Pirsch (NP-4), LR 40CA would 
provide meaningful protections 

against anti-hunting extremists 
who seek to ban all hunting in 
America. It would preserve 
Nebraskaôs rich outdoor heri-
tage for future generations and 
ensure that hunting, fishing and 
harvesting of wildlife shall be 
used as a preferred means of 
managing and controlling wild-
life. 
 
This ensures that sportsmen will 
continue to be used as the 
stateôs responsible game man-
agers instead of taxpayer-
funded sharpshooters and un-
proven, expensive wildlife con-
traception schemes employed in 
other jurisdictions. 
 
It would also discourage at-
tempts such as those made two 
years ago by one senator to 
bypass the experts in the field 
(Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission) and institute what 
I labeled as a scorched-earth 
policy of managing deer. 
 
Amendment 2 would recognizes 
hunting, fishing and harvesting 
of wildlife as constitutional rights 
subject only to laws and rules 
that have the purpose of 
ñwildlife conservation and man-
agement and preserving the 
future of hunting and fishing.ò 
 
Specifically, it prohibits regula-
tions that would ban the use of 
traditional methods such as bow 
hunting or the sustainable tak-
ing of wildlife such as deer, elk 
and doves. LR 40CA would 
buffer the hunting heritage from 
attacks initiated by well-funded 
extremists who have assailed 
sportsmen across the country in 
recent years, and protect the 
huge economic impact those 
activities have on our economy. 
 
I believe a yes vote on Amend-
ment 2 will protect a valuable 
Nebraska industry and pastime 
that is in the crosshairs of activ-
ists who would like to change 
many of our traditions in Ne-
braska. 
 
By Bryce Lambley                                     
Platte Valley Outdoors 

ñWhile making picks based on 

one issue alone is rarely 

advisable, the personal freedom 

guaranteed by the 2nd 

Amendment has far-reaching 

consequences.ò 

Candidates Offer Varying Views for Outdoor 
Enthusiasts 
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color reminded us of sushi 
tuna.  To butterfly, cut the 
duck breasts horizontally, 
but not all the way through. 
Lay flat. You now have 
thinner, larger pieces.  

2. Lay the butterflied duck 
pieces flat between two 
pieces of plastic wrap. 
Then lightly pound with a 
flat mallet to flatten the 
pieces a little more. We 
used the poor man's rolling 
pin. Move the duck to a 
medium bowl.  

3. In a 
small bowl, 
whisk to-
gether olive 
oil, red wine 
vinegar, 
minced garlic, 
rosemary and 
freshly 
ground pep-
per. 

4. Add the marinade to the 
duck. Marinade at room 
temperature for at least 20 
minutes.  

5. To make the glaze, com-
bine brown sugar, nutmeg 
and cinnamon.  Then add 
water and whisk well. 

Servings:  2 appetizer servings 
(10 poppers)                              
Prep Time:  1-3 days, depend-
ing on how long you want to 
brine                                   
Cooking Time:  10-15 minutes 

Ingredients:                                
- 2 brined duck breasts cut into 
10 pieces (brining is optional)    
- 5 slices of bacon,  cut into 
halves                                         
- cream cheese                          
- 1 jalapeno, cored/seeded and 
julienned                                     
- 10 toothpicks 

Marinade:                                   
- 2 tbs olive oil                            
- 2 tbs red wine vinegar              
- 1 garlic clove, minced               
- 1/2 tsp dried crushed rose-
mary                                           
- freshly ground pepper, to 
taste  

Brown Sugar Glaze:                  
- 3 tbs brown sugar                    
- 1/2 tsp nutmeg                          
- 1/2 tsp cinnamon                            
- 1 1/2 tbs water 

1. Butterfly the breast 
pieces. The bright red 

NOTE: At this point you should 
probably get your grill ready! 

6. Remove the duck from the 
marinade and fill with 
cream cheese and jala-
peno match sticks.  Then 
roll everything together 
with half a slice of bacon. 
Pierce a toothpick through 
the poppers to keep every-
thing intact for grilling. 

7. Grill (in our case broil) the 
poppers until the bacon is 
cooked on both sides. 
When they're just about 
done, baste both sides 
with the Brown Sugar 
Glaze. Don't do this be-
forehand because the 
glaze will just burn.  

 

Courtesy of Food for Hunters 

Inside-Out, Brown Sugar-Glazed Jalapeno Duck 
Poppers  

Partners 
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New Property in 
Cheyenne & Deuel 
Counties 

3400 acres of grassland pas-
ture with a 150 acre piece of 
CRP. The property is loaded 
with prairie chickens and has 
good numbers of pheasants in 
the CRP and along the fence 
edges near the crops. It also 
has a small prairie dog town. 
The main attraction to the prop-
erty would be the mule deer 
and antelope.  Several ponds 
throughout that normally hold 
water but are mostly dry after 
this dry year. 

86 acres half of which is heav-
ily timbered with a slough en-
circling the timber. The other 
half of the property is 
corn/bean rotation and this 
year is in beans. It is less than 
1/4 mile off the Elkhorn River. 
Excellent whitetail deer and 
turkey hunting and also pro-
vides excellent duck hunting 
when the slough has water. 
The property is less than 5 
miles outside of the city limits 
of Norfolk.  

160 acres of WRP with a very 
good sized pond for waterfowl 
hunting. There is not a blind so 
you will need layouts or some 
other means for a blind. The rest 
of the property is 6-10 foot tall 
sunflowers and CRP grasses.  

Arenõt they pretty? 

They taste just as 

good as they look!  

New Property in 
Madison County 

New Property in Burt 
County 

New Property in Butler 
County 

111 acres of CRP, crop and 
some timber with an old dam. 
This borders another one of our 
leases and wanted to add this 
as someone always sat a box 
blind near the property bound-
ary. CRP has been hayed and 
grazed this year but should be 
back to normal next year.  

http://foodforhunters.blogspot.com/2012/04/brining-wild-duck.html
http://www.foodforhunters.com/
http://www.dreamchaserstv.com/
http://www.furrowoutdoors.com/
myadventureaid.com
http://www.feedthebone.com/
http://www.midwestwildlifehabitatservices.com/
http://www.ozarkcustomcalls.com/
http://www.raksmineral.com/


You are invited to join your fellow sportsmen watch the election returns and celebrate a win on Amendment 2! Please join 
the Nebraska Sportsmenôs Foundation, our sponsors and friends watch as the numbers come in.  Enjoy beverages, food 
and friendship! We will also be watching the State Senator and National race returns with great interest we hope you can 

join us!!!!! 

WHEN: November 6th 7:00 PM - ?? WHERE:  Brewskiôs Sports Bar, 70th & Van Dorn, Lincoln 

Contact Scott Smathers, Executive Director of the Nebraska Sportsmenôs Foundation for more information. 

Classifieds 
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FOR SALE:  1971 18' Shasta Travel 
Trailer.... will sleep 4 adults comforta-
bly. Fairly new tires. Nice little trailer. 
Would make a great hunting unit! 
$750.00       Email Shawn or call      
(402) 720-6874. 

 

Nebraska Big Game Association 

The Nebraska Big Game Asso-
ciation is a grass roots organi-
zation that strives to get every-
one involved in the manage-
ment of big game in Nebraska.  

 

Their mission is to ensure the 
future of big game and their 
habitat in Nebraska. They strive 
to acquire habitat for big game 

conservation, planning to guide 
the development and location of 
habitat and conservation, pro-
vide funding for habitat conser-
vation projects, educating 
adults/children to become active 
stewards of wildlife and their 
habitats and promoting positive 
management practices.  

 

This can only be accomplished 
through the dedication of its 
volunteers and members.  We 
encourage you to get involved 
and become a member or vol-
unteer of this terrific organiza-
tion today! $20 Annual Member-
ship 

JOIN NOW 

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE:  

 

We no longer have a P.O. Box  

 

Please send all correspondence to: 

Big Red Outdoors 

437 N Ash Street 

Dodge, NE  68633 

The Rut 2012 (Continued) 
 

Phase: POST RUT & SECONDARY RUT  
 
Average Dates:  November 25-December 
15 
 
Scouting Tactics:  During the post rut, 

hunt food sources next to thick cover. 
Bucks will be looking to feed in these areas 
to get their strength back after peak breed-
ing.  
 
Best Communication Tactics:  

Doe Bleats & Estrous Scents: With the 
primary rut over, bucks are less likely to 
respond to aggressive grunts, tending 
grunts or rattling. However, as long as a 
buck is carrying his antlers we know his 
testosterone levels are still elevated, so 
calling with doe bleats and strategically 
using estrous scents can still work in your 

favor.  
 
Important Notes: After they've had a few 
weeks to rest and feed in remote, heavy-
cover areas, bucks will start to move again 
during the post-rut to look for younger does 
that didn't breed and are coming into heat. 
About 28 days after the peak rut, the 10%-
20% of does, the ones that didn't get bred 
during their first estrous cycle, will become 
"hot" again. Find the does, particularly the 
younger does that are more likely to be 
coming into estrous late. If you find them, 
bucks will usually follow. This is a good 
time to set up near staging zones at doe 
bedding areas or brush covered field 
edges. 
 
The post rut is the same as the peak-
breeding phase in many ways, although it 
is much less intense and bucks are less 

aggressive. At this time bucks may still be 
roaming about and checking doe feeding 
and bedding areas to find the last un-bred 
doe. If you haven't filled your tag yet, stay 
the course. This is still a pretty good time 
to hunt. 
 
Archery hunters may feel more hunting 
pressure once they get into early Decem-
ber, as this is the time when gun season 
begins in many Northern and mid-western 
states. If you hunt at this time be sure to 
wear blaze orange and be cautious of gun 
hunters. An upside to the gun season for 
all hunters is that the extra pressure can 
sometimes keep bucks on the move as 
they flee gun hunters who are moving 
about the woods.   

mailto:ssmathers@neb.twcbc.com?subject=Trigger%20the%20Vote%20Social%20Election%20Night
http://www.stjude.org/
http://www.omahafoodbank.org/
http://nesportsfnd.com/
http://shopoutdoornebraska.ne.gov/AspDotNetStorefront/p-992-hunters-helping-the-hungry.aspx
mailto:shawnjuhl@gpcom.net?subject=Re:%2012'%20Jon%20Boat%20For%20Sale
http://fs11.formsite.com/NBGA/form1/index.html


1. (Cont) What you end up with 
is 2 main breasts and 2 ten-
ders that run behind. It's very 
similar to de-boning a 
chicken breast. 

2. Place pheasant breasts into 
a small container. Lightly 
sprinkle salt on all sides. 
Then squirt some bbq sauce 
to coat all over. Prepare the 
grill. 

3. To make the pizza sauce, 
combine 1/4 cup of bbq 
sauce and 1/4 cup of 
pizza/pasta sauce.   

4. Slice fresh mozzarella thinly. 
Set aside.  

5. Chop white and light green 
parts of green onion.   

6. Heat 1 tbs. of olive oil in a 
pan. Saute sliced red onion 
for about 5-7 minutes, or until 
soft and translucent. Stir 
often. Or if you're a pro like 

my brother, you can flip it. 
But remember,  what you 
lose you must clean.   

7. Once grill is ready, cook 
pheasant breasts for about 
5 minutes on each side, or 
until just cooked through. 
DO NOT OVERCOOK!  
Baste with the rest of the 
bbq sauce. Slice/chop 
breasts into small pieces.   

8. Preheat oven to 
500 degrees F. 
After an hour or 
two, the dough 
would've doubled 
in size.  

9. Flatten dough out 
on a cookie sheet. 
I found it easiest 
to use my hands.  
Lightly sprinkle some salt 
over flattened dough. Then 
spread bbq/pizza sauce 
mixture over it. We didn't 
use all of it, but it's up to 
you. Then top pizza with 

sliced mozzarella 
cheese. You can add as 
much cheese as you want. 
We went back in after-
wards to fill in the spaces. 
The pheasant comes next.  
And also the sauteed red 
onion and chopped green 
onion. Drizzle leftover 
bbq/pizza sauce mixture 
over the top of pizza.  

10. Then bake in a 500 degree 
F oven on the lowest 
rack for about 12-15 
minutes, or until 
cheese is melted 
and crust turns 
golden brown. 

11. Garnish with 
chopped cilantro and 
red pepper flakes.   

 

Courtesy of Food for Hunters  

American Sportsman Network Member Log In 

 

American Sportsman Network Forum 

 

Nebraska Sunrise/Sunset Calculator 

 

Nebraska Big Game Guide 

 

Nebraska Guide to Hunting & Public Lands 

 

Nebraska Waterfowl Guide 

 

Nebraska Game & Parks 

 

Nebraska Meat Lockers 

 

 

BBQ Pheasant Pizza (Continued) 

Useful Links 

Isnõt this beautiful, 

or what?!  

Partners 
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The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission-
ers approved staff recommendations to reduce 
2012 antlerless deer hunting permits at their 
Oct. 26 meeting in North Platte. The action 
was taken to reduce harvest pressure in areas 
with substantial losses from epizootic hemor-
rhagic disease (EHD). 
 
Permit reductions of 20 to 50 percent were 
approved for 18 antlerless-only units. The 
River Antlerless permit quota also changed 
from "unlimited" to 4,500 permits. Changes 
became effective immediately following the 
meeting. 
 
EHD is a viral disease spread by biting midges 
and usually does not persist much beyond the 
first frost. The total effect of the disease on the 
deer population will be known following the 
deer seasons.  

 

Courtesy of The Outdoor Wire 

 

 

Reduction in Deer 
Hunting Permits 

http://www.foodforhunters.com/
http://www.americansportsmannetwork.com/members/
http://bigredoutdoors.lefora.com
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/sunrise_sunset_calculator.asp
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/biggame/pdfs/biggame.pdf
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/smallgame/pdf/HuntGuide.pdf
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/waterfowl/pdf/waterfowl.pdf
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/default.asp
http://www.nebraskameatprocessors.com/members.php
http://www.dreamchaserstv.com/
http://www.furrowoutdoors.com/
myadventureaid.com
http://www.feedthebone.com/
http://www.midwestwildlifehabitatservices.com/
http://www.ozarkcustomcalls.com/
http://www.raksmineral.com/
http://www.theoutdoorwire.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

November 2012 

1: Jim Ahlôs Birthday 

1: Raccoon Season Opens 

1: Opossum Season Opens 

1: Badger Season Opens 

1: Muskrat Season Opens 

1: Beaver Season Opens 

1: Mink Season Opens 

1: Fox Season Opens 

3: Geneva-Fillmore Area DU Banquet 

4: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  
5: Steve Cashôs Birthday 

5: Nebraska Big Game Assoc. Meeting (7 PM - Sempeckôs 
Bowling Center in Elkhorn) 

6: Saline County DU Banquet 

6: ELECTION DAY  

6: NSF Election Day Returns Social (Brewskiôs Sports Bar, 
70th & Van Dorn, Lincoln) 

9: Brian Brownôs Birthday 

9: Greg Relineôs Birthday 

9: Sandhills PF Banquet 

10: Deer Rifle Season 

11: VETERANôS DAY 
16: Wayne Area DU Banquet 

18: Deer Rifle Season Closes 

22: THANKSGIVING DAY  

23: Niobrara Valley PF Banquet 

 

 

http://www.ducks.org/nebraska/events/29394/geneva-fillmore-area
http://www.ducks.org/nebraska/events/29483/saline-county-dinner
http://pheasantsforever.org/page/eventNE.jsp
http://www.ducks.org/nebraska/events/29484/wayne-area
http://pheasantsforever.org/page/eventNE.jsp
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December 2012  

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

1: Bobcat Season Opens 

1: Deer Muzzleloader Season Opens 

2: Ralph Kerkemeyerôs Birthday 

7: Brian Branniganôs Birthday 

13: Dan Hensonôs Birthday 

14: White-fronted Goose Season Closes 

17: Jeff Swensonôs Birthday 

18: Zone 2 (Low Plains) Duck/Coot Season Closes 

18: Zone 2 (High Plains) Duck/Coot Season Closes 

18: Zone 4 Duck/Coot Season Closes 

19: John Kochefkoôs Birthday 

19: Scott Collinsôs Birthday 

20: Blake Moritzôs Birthday 

25: CHRISTMAS DAY 
25: Zone 1 Duck/Coot Season Closes 

26: Season Choice Late Firearm Season Opens 

26: River Antlerless Late Firearm Season Opens 

30: Mike Grahamôs Birthday 

31: Deer Muzzleloader Season Closes 

31: Archery Deer Season Closes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to Big Red Outdoors, Nebraskaôs Premier Sportsmenôs Club! My wife and I started this club to 
provide access to quality private land for hunting, fishing, and camping opportunities that would other-

wise be unavailable. Iôm a lifelong outdoor sportsman, and I long ago realized that the best hunting and 
fishing is found on private land. With that in mind, I set out to start a club that could provide access to 

private ground at an affordable price. We now lease over 8,500 acres across Nebraska and will continue 
to add new properties as membership grows. Come be a part of the Big Red Outdoors Family! 

437 N Ash Street 
Dodge, NE  68633 

B IG  RED OUTDOORS 

Send us your photos so we can share them with the rest of the club! 

Member Photos 

Phone: 1-877-738-4915 
Fax: 1-402-693-4915 

E-mail: chris@bigredoutdoors.com 

Giving Nebraska outdoorsman 
access to private land 

Donôt forget to refer your friends to Big Red Outdoors.  A member referral only 
pays half of the Initial Membership Fee and you get credit for a referral.  A win, 
win situation! 

3 ReferralsðOne year free membership dues 

6 referralsðAnother year free membership dues 

9 referralsðAnother year free membership dues 

10 referralsðLifetime of free dues! 

Bigredoutdoors.com 

Robert Campbell with his 

archery buck.  Nice One!  

Marty Weverka with some fall 

turkeys!  

Dan Musselman and his kids 

with his archery buck.      

Congratulations!  

Bill Hamill with his fall 

gobbler!  

Marty Weverka with his 

rifle season antelope!  

Friend of BRO, 

Elliott Douglass, 

with a big ole hog!  

https://www.facebook.com/BigRedOutdoors
http://twitter.com/#!/bigredoutdoors
http://www.bigredoutdoors.com

