
BIG RED BANTER 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.)ð
author of the federal ñassault weaponò 
and ñlargeò ammunition magazine ban 
of 1994-2004ðhas announced that on 
the first day of the new Congressð
January 3rdð she will introduce a bill 
to which her 1994 ban will pale by 
comparison. On Dec. 17th, Fein-
stein said, ñI have been working with 
my staff for over a year on this legisla-
tionò and ñIt will be carefully focused.ò 
Indicating the depth of her research on 
the issue, she said on Dec. 21st that 
she had personally looked at pictures 
of guns in 1993, and again in 2012. 
 
According to a Dec. 27th posting on 
Sen. Feinsteinôs website and a draft of 
the bill obtained by NRA-ILA, the new 
ban would, among other things, adopt 
new definitions of ñassault weaponò 
that would affect a much larger variety 
of firearms, require current owners of 
such firearms to register them with the 
federal government under the National 
Firearms Act, and require forfeiture of 
the firearms upon the deaths of their 
current owners. Some of the changes 
in Feinsteinôs new bill are as follows: 
 

¶ Reduces, from two to one, the 

number of permitted external 
features on various fire-
arms .  The 1994 ban permitted 
various firearms to be manufac-
tured only if they were assem-
bled with no more than one 
feature listed in the law. Fein-
steinôs new bill would prohibit the 
manufacture of the same fire-
arms with even one of the fea-
tures. 

¶ Adopts new lists of prohibited 

external features . For example, 
whereas the 1994 ban applied to 
a rifle or shotgun the ñpistol gripò 
of which ñprotrudes conspicu-
ously beneath the action of the 
weapon,ò the new bill would 
drastically expand the definition 
to include any ñgrip . . . or any 
other characteristic that can 
function as a grip.ò Also, the new 
bill adds ñforward gripò to the list 
of prohibiting features for rifles, 

defining it as ña grip located 
forward of the trigger that 
functions as a pistol grip.ò 
Read literally and in conjunc-
tion with the reduction from two 
features to one, the new lan-
guage would apply to every 
detachable-magazine semi-
automatic rifle. At a minimum, 
it would, for example, ban all 
models of the AR-15, even 
those developed for compli-
ance with Californiaôs highly 
restrictive ban. 

¶  Carries hyperbole further 

than the 1994 ban . Feinsteinôs 
1994 ban listed ñgrenade 
launcherò as one of the prohib-
iting features for rifles. Her 
2013 bill carries goes even 
further into the ridiculous, by 
also listing ñrocket launcher.ò 
Such devices are restricted 
under the National Firearms 
Act and, obviously, are not 
standard components of the 
firearms Feinstein wants to 
ban. Perhaps a subsequent 
Feinstein bill will add ñnuclear 
bomb,ò ñparticle beam 
weapon,ò or something else 
equally far-fetched to the 
features list. 

¶ Expands the definition of 

ñassault weaponò by includ-
ing .  Three very popular rifles: 
The M1 Carbine (introduced in 
1944 and for many years sold 
by the federal government to 
individuals involved in marks-
manship competition), a model 
of the Ruger Mini-14, and most 
or all models of the SKS. Any 
ñsemiautomatic, centerfire, or 
rimfire rifle that has a fixed 
magazine with the capacity to 
accept more than 10 rounds,ò 
except for tubular-
magazine .22s.  Any 
ñsemiautomatic, centerfire, or 
rimfire rifle that has an overall 
length of less than 30 inches,ò 
any ñsemiautomatic handgun 
with a fixed magazine that has 
the capacity to accept more 

than 10 rounds,ò and any semi-
automatic handgun that has a 
threaded barrel. 

¶ Requires owners of existing 

ñassault weaponsò to register 
them with the federal govern-
ment under the National Fire-
arms Act (NFA) . The NFA im-
poses a $200 tax per firearm, and 
requires an owner to submit pho-
tographs and fingerprints to the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
(BATFE), to inform the BATFE of 
the address where the firearm will 
be kept, and to obtain the 
BATFEôs permission to transport 
the firearm across state lines. 

¶ Prohibits the transfer of 

ñassault weapons.ò Owners of 
other firearms, including those 
covered by the NFA, are permit-
ted to sell them or pass them to 
heirs. However, under Feinsteinôs 
new bill, ñassault weaponsò would 
remain with their current owners 
until their deaths, at which point 
they would be forfeited to the 
government. 

¶ Prohibits the domestic manu-

facture and the importation of 
magazines that hold more than 
10 rounds of ammunition . The 
1994 ban allowed the importation 
of such magazines that were 
manufactured before the ban took 
effect. Whereas the 1994 ban 
protected gun owners from errant 
prosecution by making the gov-
ernment prove when a magazine 
was made, the new ban includes 
no such protection. The new ban 
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Big Red Outdoors would like to 
welcome our newest club 
members!  We have been 
growing faster than we imag-
ined and look forward to pro-
viding you and your families 
with quality private land for 
years to come. 

 

December:                                
Cory Beesley - York, NE   

Rodric Pauletto - Omaha, NE       

New Club Members 
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murders. To the contrary, this is what the study said: 
ñAt best, the assault weapons ban can have only a 
limited effect on total gun murders, because the 
banned weapons and magazines were never in-
volved in more than a modest fraction of all gun 
murders. Our best estimate is that the ban contrib-
uted to a 6.7 percent decrease in total gun murders 
between 1994 and 1995. . . . However, with only one 
year of post-ban data, we cannot rule out the possi-
bility that this decrease reflects chance year-to-year 
variation rather than a true effect of the ban.  Nor can 
we rule out effects of other features of the 1994 
Crime Act or a host of state and local initiatives that 
took place simultaneously.ò 
 
ñAssault weaponò numbers and murder 
trends . From the imposition of Feinstein's ñassault 
weaponò ban (Sept. 13, 1994) through the present, 
the number of ñassault weaponsò has risen dramati-
cally. For example, the most common firearm that 
Feinstein considers an ñassault weaponò is the AR-
15 rifle, the manufacturing numbers of which can be 
gleaned from the BATFEôs firearm manufacturer 
reports, availablehere. From 1995 through 2011, the 
number of AR-15sðall models of which Feinsteinôs 
new bill defines as ñassault weaponsòðrose by over 
2.5 million. During the same period, the nation's 
murder rate fell 48 percent, to a 48-year low. Accord-
ing to the FBI, 8.5 times as many people are mur-
dered with knives, blunt objects and bare hands, as 
with rifles of any type. 

Traces : Feinstein makes several claims, premised 
on firearm traces, hoping to convince people that her 
1994 ban reduced the (relatively infrequent) use of 
ñassault weaponsò in crime. However, traces do not 
indicate how often any type of gun is used in crime. 
As the Congressional Research Service and the 
BATFE have explained, not all firearms that are 
traced have been used in crime, and not all firearms 
used in crime are traced. Whether a trace occurs 

also requires firearm dealers to certify the date 
of manufacture of any >10-round magazine 
sold, a virtually impossible task, given that 
virtually no magazines are stamped with their 
date of manufacture. 

¶ Targets handguns in defiance of the Su-

preme Court . The Court ruled in District of 

Columbia v. Heller that the Second Amend-
ment protects the right to have handguns for 
self-defense, in large part on the basis of the 
fact handguns are the type of firearm 
ñoverwhelmingly chosen by American soci-
ety for that lawful purpose.ò Semi-automatic 
pistols, which are the most popular handguns 
today, are designed to use detachable maga-
zines, and the magazines ñoverwhelmingly 
chosenò by Americans for self-defense are 
those that hold more than 10 rounds. Addition-
ally, Feinsteinôs list of nearly 1,000 firearms 
exempted by name (see next paragraph) con-
tains not a single handgun. Sen. Feinstein 
advocated banning handguns before being 
elected to the Senate, though she carried a 
handgun for her own personal protection. 

¶ Contains a larger piece of window dressing 

than the 1994 ban . Whereas the 1994 ban 
included a list of approximately 600 rifles and 
shotguns exempted from the ban by name, the 
new billôs list is increased to nearly 1,000 rifles 
and shotguns. Other than for the 11 detachable
-magazine semi-automatic rifles and one other 
semi-automatic rifle included in the list, how-
ever, the list appears to be pointless, because 
a separate provision of the bill exempts ñany 
firearm that is manually operated by bolt, 
pump, lever, or slide action.ò 

 
The Department of Justice study.   On her website, 
Feinstein claims that a study for the DOJ found that 
the 1994 ban resulted in a 6.7 percent decrease in 
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depends on whether a law enforcement agency 
requests that a trace be conducted. Given that exist-
ing ñassault weaponsò were exempted from the 1994 
ban and new ñassault weaponsò continued to be 
made while the ban was in effect, any reduction in 
the percentage of traces accounted for by ñassault 
weaponsò during the ban, would be attributable to 
law enforcement agencies losing interest in tracing 
the firearms, or law enforcement agencies increasing 
their requests for traces on other types of firearms, 
as urged by the BATFE for more than a decade.  

Call Your U.S. Senators and Representative:  As 
noted, Feinstein intends to introduce her bill on Janu-
ary 3rd. President Obama has said that gun control 
will be a ñcentral issueò of his final term in office, and 
he has vowed to move quickly on it.  
 
Contact your members of Congress at 202 -224-
3121 to urge them to oppose Sen. Feinsteinôs 
2013 gun and magazine ban. Our elected repre-
sentatives in Congress must here from you if we 
are going to defeat this gun ban proposal. You 
can write your Representatives and Senators by 
using our Write Your Representatives tool 
here:  http://www.nraila.org/get -involved -
locally/grassroots/write -your -reps.aspx   

  

Millions of Americans own so-called ñassault weap-
onsò and tens of millions own ñlargeò magazines, 
for self-defense, target shooting, and hunting. For 
more information about the history of the ñassault 
weaponò issue, please visit www.GunBanFacts.com. 

 

Courtesy of NRA-ILA Website 

Nebraska Big Game Association  
Our mission is to ensure the future of Nebraskaôs big game species (Big Horn Sheep, Elk, Mule Deer, Whitetail 

Deer, Turkey, Antelope),their habitat and our hunting heritage through targeted education, research and manage-
ment partnerships at the grass-roots level and beyond. Membership is open to all who want to improve and increase 
the management and conservation of Nebraskaôs big game resources for current and all future generations. 

JOIN NOW! 

I would like to Thank You for 
giving us the opportunity to 
serve you and your families. 

Please note that the members 
highlighted in Red type are 
now or have served our coun-
try. We would like to THANK 
them for their sacrifices and 
ask you to please do the same. 
Please let me know if I have 
missed anyone! 

 

Also, those in Bold type were 

referred by current  members. 

Cory Beesley Rodric Pauletto 
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On 11 Nov 12, at approximately 0600, my 

dad, myself and two other people (one of 

which was a friend of mine) walked 

out into the field.  It was very cold 

and the wind was blowing out of the 

north gusting about 20 mph.  It felt 

like 15 to 20 degrees.  My friend and 

I positioned ourselves facing south 

in the northeast part of the property 

(N0010B) in Saunders county.  My 

dad was approximately 100 yards 

from us facing west.  I was sitting on 

top of a hill, with my friend, when he said, "We 

got one!" It was on my side, so I took a 

shot.  It was a about 250 yards with a .270 

Remington.  BAM! I missed.  BAM! I missed 

again.  BAM! The deer jumped up turned 

around and sprinted toward a wooded area.  

My friend discovered some blood, so we 

Proudest Hunting Moment 

started to trail it.  It was approximately 0700, 

so we called my dad to come and help us 

track it. My dad and I tracked the 

blood for about 70 yards and just 

about when my dad said "we are 

probably not going to find it" we saw 

the buck jump up and run down a hill.  

It was behind some brush trying to 

hide from us.  We walked over by it, 

and it walked a little more.  It sat ap-

proximately 40 yards from us, laid 

down and died.  At that time, I ap-

proached the deer and discovered it was a 7 

point buck.  That was one of my proudest 

hunting moments! 

By Timmy Collins (son of BRO Member, Scott 

Collins) 

http://www.stjude.org/
http://www.omahafoodbank.org/


6 Cups venison loin ~ Cubed & 
Browned 

 

Flour    

Garlic Powder 

Lawryôs Salt 

Pepper 

Mix all seasonings in a Zip Lock bag 
to your liking 

 

1 whole onion diced 

Celery Chopped (However much you 
prefer) 

Green Pepper Chopped (However 
much you prefer)  

2 Cups Water 

Half a bottle of MegaMix Stage 1 or 
Stage 3 (Depending on your heat 
preference) 

4 Chicken Bouillon cubes 

 

 

1. Shake Loin Cubes in Zip Lock 
bag of Flour and Spices 

2. Brown in frying pan lightly to lock 
in flavor. 

3. Dump browned loin meat into 
crock pot. 

4. Add Onion, Celery, Green Pep-
per, 2 cups water half a bottle of 
MegaMix and 4 chicken bouillon 
cubes. 

5. Mix and cook slow for 6 hours. 

 

Serve over bed of noodles with side 
of garlic toast. 

YUMMY!!!  

 

Courtesy of BRO Member, Shawn 
Juhl 

Mega Venison Over Noodles 
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American Sportsman Network Happenings 

At American Sportsman Network 
(ASN) our main purpose is to 
connect club owners with sports-
men across the entire coun-
try. Our network of hunting & 
fishing clubs provides their mem-
bers with more hunting and fish-
ing opportunities on properties 
across the country. Through our 
reciprocal agreements, clubs in 
our network provide daily use 
hunting, fishing and camping for 
members of affiliated clubs.   
 
The ASN is constantly growing 
and looking for ways to help our 
club owners manage their day to 
day operations so with that in 
mind, we are always looking for 
ways to improve the reservation 
system and to help promote the 
clubs within the network.  At ASN, 
we truly believe that our clubs 
offer the best of the best when it 
comes to hunting, fishing and 
camping on private properties 
across the great USA.   

Currently, the programmer is 
working on a few upgrades to the 
system that will benefit the mem-

ber greatly! Once completed, you 
will be able to edit a multiple day 
reservation to either add or de-
lete days. This will include the 
option to cancel days once you 
have begun your hunt allowing 
you to delete days if you decide 
not to hunt or harvest your game 
on the first day. With this will 
come the ability to enter daily 
harvest reports instead of lump-
ing a multiple day reservation into 
one report.  
 
We are looking at adding clubs in 
other areas and our ultimate goal 
is to provide you, the member, an 
opportunity to hunt any game and 
in any state in the USA for a low 
cost and a high success ratio.   
 
Thanks and good luck on your 
upcoming hunting seasons! 

You are invited to join the Nebraska Big Game 
Association for their monthly meeting! They will be 

discussing the spring banquet, sponsors, etc. 

WHEN: January 8th 7:00 PM - ??                                                                                             
WHERE:  Sempeckôs Bowling Center, 

20902 Cumberland Dr, Elkhorn  

Contact Chris Edwards, President of the Nebraska 
Big Game Association for more information. 

The Nebraska Big Game Association would like to share your Nebraska big game photos 
on their Facebook page. Email photos to nebiggameassociation@gmail.com  

http://www.drinkmegamix.com
mailto:nebiggameassociation@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Meeting
http://www.lincolnfoodbank.org/
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I went to wake-up Chase at 4:00 am 
and he wasn't in his bed.  I went 
down stairs to start the coffee and he 
was sitting in my recliner and I said 
"you're already awake".  He said 
"you bet, I have been awake since, 
1:30" I asked him why he woke-up 
so early and he said "I was too ex-
cited to sleep" (I remember those 
days)!  We had a quick breakfast and 
I grabbed my coffee and was on the 
road by 4:30 am.  We went to BRO 
land in Washington County which all 
three kids helped me scout the 
weekend before the opener.   
 
We arrived at the property around 
5:15 am and took our time getting to 
the spot we selected. I got Chase 
comfortable and then got myself situ-
ated.  We spent the remaining dark-
ness looking at the stars and Chase 
saw a shooting star.  I told him to 
make a wish and as you can imagine 
he wished for a deer.  Dawn started 
breaking and Chase was sitting on 
the edge of his seat.  He looked at 
me and said "Dad can we start call-
ing"?  I told him to wait a few more 
minutes so we could actually see:)  
He said "Dad 
it's just like 
Christmas 
isn't it"?  I 
smiled and 
said you bet 
that's why I 
love it! 
 
Daylight arrived and at 7:00 am we 
saw a 4-point but couldn't get a shot.  
I told him we would head to another 
spot at 8:30 am if we didn't see any-
thing else (I didn't want him to get 
bored). We headed to the other spot 
at 8:40 am and when we weir half-
way there Chase whispered "Dad big
-buck"!  I turned around and sure 
enough there was a Giant chasing a 
doe across the top of the pasture.  
The cows were directly behind the 
deer so there was no shot.  If we 
would have stayed put they would 
have been on top of us (Murphy's 
Law).  We got set-up the new spot 

and I was getting situated when a 
spike came out of the draw at 10-
yards, it stared at us for a couple of 
minutes and ran off.  Of course, 
Chase thought it was the coolest 
thing! 
 
Chase wanted to call so he was 
working the grunt tube and rattling.  
10 min later we saw a buck cruising 
along the pasture 200 yards out.  His 
nose was to the ground and you 
could tell he was on a mission.  I 
whispered to Chase "he's too far" 
and turned back around to watch the 
deer.  I almost jumped out of my skin 
when Chase started calling.  I almost 
stopped him because I thought it was 
a lost cause.  The buck stopped on a 
dime and looked our direction.  I told 
Chase to keep calling and he gave a 
few more grunts and the buck 
headed our way fast.  When he was 
70-yards out the deer stopped and 
was trying to figure things out but it 
was too late because a 270 bullet 
was on its way.  He dropped and 
Chase started whispering "Dad he's 
down, he's down"!  I told him he did-
n't have to whisper anymore and the 

celebration started with 
lots of hugs and high 
fives.  We couldn't quit 
smiling at each other.  
We walked-up to the 
buck and Chase said "I 
can taste the bologna 
now" (more on that 
later).  We took some 

pictures and he called Mom.  She 
asked if we got anything and he said 
"no...just a buck"!   
 
Background:   Chase was born in 
NE while we were stationed here 
previously.  He was a healthy 8 lb. 9 
oz chunky little boy. It wasn't until he 
was 17-months old that the Doctors 
noticed he was dropping off the 
growth/weight charts and diagnosed 
him with failure to thrive.  The Base 
Doctors referred him to Omahaôs 
Children's Hospital and after numer-
ous test's they identified mal-rotation 
or a twisted stomach.  He had sur-

gery to correct it which went ex-
tremely well and they also identified 
that he had milk, egg and peanut 
allergies (everything fattening). How-
ever; even with the surgery and a 
special diet (his grocery bill was dou-
ble ours) he would not eat which 
meant no weight gain or growth.   
 
At this point the Doctors weir ex-
tremely concerned and taught me 
how to insert a NG tube so we could 
feed him.  My wife had to leave the 
room because she couldn't take it.  
He would hold-up his little hands and 
say "don't hurt me Dadda".  It would 
tear my heart out and I still get misty 
eyed thinking about it.  To make a 
long story short me and a buddy 
started making a PA sweet venison 
bologna.  I still remember Chase 
waddling in the kitchen while I was 
taste testing and he touched his lips 
and said "please" which meant he 
was hungry!   
 
That's all it took and he would eat 
pounds of it!  We told the Doctors 
and they told us to give him all he 
could eat.  We started adding soy 
protein to it to beef it up even more.  
The Doctors believe the bologna is 
what got him eating again and we no 
longer had to use the NG tube 
(praise God).   
 
Since, I can remember Chase has 
known what hunting was all about.  
When he was 5 years-old he was 
watching one of my hunting videos 
while I was in Korea for a year-long 
remote (he would do that when he 
missed me) and my wife asked him if 
he felt bad for the deer. He never 
missed a beat and said "no way 
Mom I'm happy for that deer, he's 
going to be made into delicious bolo-
gna".   
 
When I found-out I was going to be 
stationed in NE I had visions of 
shooting a big Mid-west buck but my 
priorities have quickly changed. I no 
longer look at how much head gear 
the deer has but how many sticks of 

Chaseôs Hunt 
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Chaseôs Hunt (Cont) 

Shed Antler Hunting 

bologna it will make (I can get within 
a few pounds).  All three of my kids 
love venison, being in Godôs creation 
and I cherish every minute of it.  My 
Daughter (Teagan) loves fishing; my 
youngest (Brayton) loves Turkey 
hunting and of course Chase loves 
deer hunting. I can't even express 
how much it means for him to be my 
deer hunting buddy.  Chase is one of 
the toughest, bravest boys that I 
know and Iôm so proud to call him my 
Son.   

 
I would like to thank NE game and 
Parks for the hunting opportunities 
and I think they do an awesome job 
balancing the deer herd with trying to 
appease the vast majority.  I have 
never had a lack of opportunities to 
fill-up the freezer here and to me 
thatôs what itôs all about.   
 
I would also like to thank Chris Ed-
wards for having the vision to create 
Big Red Outdoors!  It has been 

needed for a long time and I may not 
be stationed here to enjoy it in future 
years but it will be neat to see what it 
grows into.  
 
Submitted by BRO Member -         
Dan Musselman, MSgt, USAF             

As the cold of winter has set in, and with the 
Nebraska archery season set to close tomor-
row, I already seem to be day dreaming of 
the next season to start.  I'm not a big fan of 
the late winter cold, so ice fishing is not 
something I get into.  Outside of a couple late 
season coyote hunts, my next adventure that 
I long for will be hunting for shed antlers.  
There's many reasons to go looking for sheds 
and I've really gotten into this activity the last 
few years. 

 

One of the biggest reasons I enjoy it is for the 
great adventure it can be for the kids.  Pack 
some lunches and drinks and get the kids 
outdoors!  They will have a blast running off 
some of that winter hibernation.  It's also a 
big plus to get out there and hopefully locate 
sheds from some of the big boys you 
watched all year but never connected with.  
Finding their sheds lets you know they made 
it through all of the hunting seasons, and as 
long as they made it through winter, you 
should be capturing their photos on the trail 
cams again.  Maybe you like to collect sheds 
just to hang in the garage or display in the 
basement.  No matter the reason, it's a good 
way to get outdoors. 

 

Here are some tips that will hopefully help 
you in being successful finding some sheds: 

 

1. Don't go too early.  I like to keep trail 

cams running through the winter to let 
me know when deer start dropping their 
antlers.  If you're too early, you stand the 
chance of pushing the deer off of your 
land.  That will result in them possibly 
dropping on the neighbor's property.  
Hang your cameras up by a food source 
or a water hole.  These are the first 
places I look to when searching for 
sheds. 

2. The next areas I start searching are 
bedding areas.  And by bedding, I mean 
thick nasty areas that deer feel safe and 
are shielded from the weather.  Places 
that seem too thick to walk through are 
the ones I'm looking for.  Not only are 
they safe havens that hold deer, but all 
of that nasty cover the deer are walking 
through may help in knocking their ant-
lers off. 

3. The trails that lead to and from bedding 
areas and food or water.  These trails 
sometimes aren't as productive as the 
areas above, as deer can and will go 
wherever they want.  You'll probably be 
covering a lot more ground when 
searching out these trails, but they do 
produce. 

4. South slopes and ridges.  Deer will 
spend more time on these south sunny 
areas soaking up the sun and the snow 
will be melting sooner in these areas, 
often times leaving a bright shiny shed 
antler sticking out for you to locate. 

5. Fence crossings are ideal spots too.  
Any place where they have to jump a 
crossing can lead to them knocking their 
antlers off. 

6. Using a feeder can be a good way to 
locate sheds.  Not only will you be sup-
plementing the herd with a food source, 
but also they will congregate in this one 
place.  By feeding here often with their 
heads down, it creates another great 
spot to collect sheds. 

 

Hopefully these tips will help you while shed 

hunting.  It's a good idea to take a pair of 

binoculars along with you.  This helps in de-

termining whether what you are looking at is 

a limb or a shed.  It ends up saving you a 

little time and some miles.  This is also a 

good time to go knock on doors for new ar-

eas to shed hunt.  The neighbor might not 

have let you hunt on their property this sea-

son, but they may let you shed hunt.  Not 

only does this help you locate sheds from 

bucks you have been following, but it could 

also help you in potentially gaining access to 

actually hunt in the future.  Good luck! 

By Jeremy Schaaf                                        

Rock Falls Outdoors 

http://www.furrowoutdoors.com/
http://www.raksmineral.com/
http://rockfallsoutdoors.wordpress.com/


With the days of 2012 nearing the end, it is only 
natural for all of use to take time to look back, 
and reflect on the past yearôs successes, failures 
and issues you may have faced in your life. This 
is a ritual that a vast majority of the population 
goes through every single year and then we 
make promises to ourselves and loved ones - 
and for most of us will only keep those promises 
for a week or two then head down the same road 
as we always have.  
 
The Nebraska Sportsmenôs Foundation cannot 
afford to review once a year, internal forces and 
forces that are more external can affect the world 
of the modern day sportsmen. The result is we 
must review our goals, direction and our stance 
on an issue on a weekly basis in order for the 
NSF to achieve success for you - the Nebraska 
Sportsmen. We understand this at the NSF and 
welcome the task and challenges this can pre-
sent. We also are aware of the fact that the NSF 
is only as successful as our conservation part-
ners, members and sponsors. We wanted to take 
a minute to provide you the legislative score card 
for 2012 and peek at what 2013 may look like for 
you the Nebraska Sportsmen.  
 
Two thousand twelve was a banner year for the 
Nebraska Sportsmen and for the Nebraska 
Sportsmenôs Foundation. Here are the highlights 
of 2012 (you can review the full list of legislative 
items the NSF worked on by e-mailing our office 
at ssmathers@neb.twcbc.com and we will for-
ward the full list to you): 
  
1. After ten long years of work, LR40ca- The 

constitutional amendment to protect the 
right to hunt, fish and harvest wildlife 
passed the senate floor on a 41-3 vote to 
have it placed on the November 6th, 2012 
General Election. The people of Nebraska 
spoke loud and clear on November 6th with 
a 77% in favor vote, with this win these 
rights will be forever protected in Nebraska. 

2. The NSF helped create, write and gain 
passage on LB1163 on a vote of 49-0, the 
Hunters Helping the Hungry Deer donation 
program was created, that will be managed 

by the NG&P .The NSF helped secure initial 
funding sources of $35,000.00 to jump-start 
the program and you the Nebraska Sports-
men came through with an additional 
$22,000.00 plus in donations .With the first 
year of the program winding down it looks 
like the HHH program will have processed 
around 250 donated deer and will provide 
close to 10,000 pounds of ground meat to 
needy families in Nebraska. 

3. We worked on stopping several negative 
bills to sportsmen and conservation groups 
LB857 from Senator Larson that would 
require repayment of NET grant money that 
conservation groups were awarded if those 
projects resulted in the sale of the land after 
completing the projects. The NSF worked 
hard to stop this bill, which was killed in 
committee. We helped stop Senator Carl-
sonôs bill LR332/LB529 which would of 
erased key language in conservation ease-
ments statues which would of rendered the 
use of such tools as useless for landowners 
and conservation groups protecting wildlife 
habitat, soil and water improvements.  

 
These are just a few of the yearôs highlights of the 
16 bills that made it to the Senate floor for a vote 
that the NSF worked on during the past year. The 
NSF has also been involved with three interim 
studies over the summer in an attempt to be 
proactive with what may become future legisla-
tion.  
 
What does 2013 have in store for sportsmen? 
With the fact that challenges and attacks can 
occur without warning we will have to wait and 
see. We do know several key issues that the NSF 
will be working on: 
  

¶ Increasing land for public access  

¶ Water conservation and plan for sportsmen 

and Agriculture  

¶ Conservation management for wildlife pro-

duction  

¶ 2nd amendment attacks  

¶ Increasing the success of the Hunters Help-

ing the Hungry program  

The NSF is poised to defend and promote protec-
tion for you the Nebraska Sportsmen for any 
surprise legislation or attacks that if history proves 
true will occur. The NSF will be holding key 
events that we invite you to join us at in 2013: 
  

January 18th- 20th, 2013 -  Nebraska Big 
Buck Classic in  Omaha, Nebraska  

 
January 29th, 2013 - 7:30 AM Welcome 

back breakfast with Incoming Chair of 
the NLSF, Senator Schilz, as the guest 
speaker 

 
March 20th,  2013 - Mid Session Lunch 
 
May 22nd,  2013 - End of Session THANK 

YOU Breakfast 
 
May 30th, 2013 - NSF Annual Fund Raising 

Banquet in Lincoln, Nebraska 
  
We hope to see you at one of our events in 2013 

and Thank You for your suggestions, concerns 

and ideas on ways to improve and protect YOUR 

rights as a Nebraska Sportsmen. 2012 was a 

banner year for us all. 

By Scott Smathers                                            

Executive Director                                           

Nebraska Sportsmenôs Foundation 

Goodbye 2012...Hello 2013! 
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At Midwest Wildlife Habitat Services we strive to help the landowner expose the true 
trophy potential locked in his recreational land. Through an extensive process of evalu-
ating the properties core habitat values, we then devise a strategic plan to improve the 

quality of game and quality of hunting experience. With a wide variety of habitat im-
proving tactics, let me help build your recreational paradise! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midwest Wildlife Habitat Services 
16103 Cherrywood Street 

Omaha, NE  68136 
(402) 680-5076 

mailto:keith@midwestwildlifehabitatservices.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Big%20Red%20Outdoors%20Newsletter
http://www.midwestwildlifehabitatservices.com/


Ozark Custom Calls is dedicated 
to  serving  you, the customer, with 

quality craftsmanship and customer 
service. We provide custom call 

making to your specifications.  

The name you can trust!   
 

"one of a kind - one at a time"  
 

100% Satisfaction Guarantee  
 
 

info@ozarkcustomcalls.com   (417) 300-5469 

American Sportsman Network Member Log In 

 

American Sportsman Network Forum 

 

Nebraska Sunrise/Sunset Calculator 

 

Nebraska Big Game Guide 

 

Nebraska Guide to Hunting & Public Lands 

 

Nebraska Waterfowl Guide 

 

Nebraska Game & Parks 

 

Nebraska Meat Lockers 

Useful Links 
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With the close of most traditional hunting 
seasons come and gone we find our-
selves searching for a remedy to cure the 
loss of our never-ending obsession we 
like to call ñDeer Huntingò. Some avid 
deer hunters enjoy filling their time with 
upland game hunting, waterfowl hunting, 
and the occasional predator hunting, 
anything to cure the ñitchò. But for some 
the close of one season is simply a slight 
hesitation leading into an ever-revolving 
quest for the elusive Whitetail Buck. 
There is many valuable scouting and 
preparation techniques that can be used 
to better your chances on the fast ap-
proaching, upcoming season.  
 
Shed hunting is a fun and unbelievably 
valuable tool when it comes to growing 
and harvesting mature whitetail bucks on 
a regular basis. Not only is it good way to 
add some new ñboneò to that ever-
growing antler pile it is a great way to get 
some late season inventory on any survi-
vor bucks. Focus your shed hunting on 
thick bedding areas, south facing slopes, 
and late season food sources. Cover 
each specific area in a grid-like pattern to 
locate as many antlers as possible. This 
is a fun and exciting way to get the family 
and kids involved in the outdoors.  
 
Another valuable tool is clearing entrance 
and exit points, shooting lanes, and TSI 
(Timber Stand Improvement). During this 
particular point in the year, deer can be 
vacant from the areas that hold deer 
during the typical hunting seasons. For 
this reason it makes it an ideal time to get 
in the timber and make some noise. It is a 
great time to get out and cut some new 
shooting lanes in by your favorite tree-
stand, blaze a new trail to and from that 
hard to get to spot, and use some much 
needed TSI to improve your properties 

holding potential. You can use your fire-
cutting chores as a way to improve the 
overall quality of your whitetail woods. By 
clearing the dead and standing timber, and 
thinning the overhead canopy, you help 
expose the forest floor and make it more 
suitable for native browse.  
 
Prescribed burning is another popular late-
winter/early spring management practice. 
Prescribed burning is often over-looked 
way to improve your big-game hunting 
properties. Prescribed burning can help 
remove noxious woody plants, promote 
warm/ cool season plant growth, and re-
move overgrowth to make way for benefi-
cial plants in the ecosystem. Prescribed 
burning should be completed by a compe-
tent and qualified wildlife management 
consultant to ensure proper considerations 
are made.  
 
Early season seed bed preparation is an-
other idea to consider when looking at food 
plots for the upcoming season. With the 
growing season complete it is an ideal time 
to remove the dead vegetation from future 
planting sights. You can remove vegetation 
with many techniques including, prescribed 
burning, harrow/drags, and brush  cutters. 
When spring arrives you are left with a 
exposed soil surface ready to be trans-
formed into a viable seed bed for you favor-
ite Arrow Seed Co. Food Plot Blends. 
 
If none of things grab your attention there is 
still dialing in those new arrows, cleaning 
your favorite rifle, or the occasional outdoor 
expo. Either way there is many avenues to 
ñExpose Trophy Potential in every Piece of 
Dirtò this winter. 
 
By Keith Donner                                            
Midwest Wildlife Habitat Services 

Winter Scouting/Preparation 

myadventureaid.com
http://www.ozarkcustomcalls.com/
http://www.americansportsmannetwork.com/members/
http://bigredoutdoors.lefora.com
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/sunrise_sunset_calculator.asp
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/biggame/pdfs/biggame.pdf
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/smallgame/pdf/HuntGuide.pdf
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/waterfowl/pdf/waterfowl.pdf
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/default.asp
http://www.nebraskameatprocessors.com/members.php
http://shopoutdoornebraska.ne.gov/AspDotNetStorefront/p-992-hunters-helping-the-hungry.aspx
http://www.midwestwildlifehabitatservices.com/


WANTED 

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE:  We no longer have a P.O. Box  

Please send all correspondence to: 

Big Red Outdoors, 437 N Ash Street, Dodge, NE  68633 
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WANTED:  Would 
like to purchase a 
used crossbow. 
Call Bryce at (402) 
377-2764 or cell 
(402) 720-1640 

T-Shirts For Sale  

We have the following sizes still available: 

Youth Medium, Youth Large, Adult Small, 
Adult Large, Adult XL, Adult XXL            
$15 shipped (quantity discount) 

 

Email to order. 

Decals For Sale  

Approximately 5ò x 10ò                            
$10 shipped 

Email to order. 

Wisner New Yearôs Eve Youth Lock In 

There is nothing more powerful in this World then grabbing hands and praying right into the New Year. A bold cir-
cle of 70 teens and 12 adults praising God for all He has done and all He is going to do.  
 
While millions of folks were doing all kinds of crazy things at midnight our Youth held them up in prayer!  

 

I would personally like to commend Travis & Heidi Hallsted, as well as, all the other adults and youth in attendance!  
This is a fantastic event that helps keep our youth safe! 

mailto:bigredoutdoorsllc@gmail.com?subject=T-Shirt%20Order
mailto:bigredoutdoorsllc@gmail.com?subject=T-Shirt%20Order

